Year 5 World Geography
‘The Americas’
Key Learning
The Americas is the combined name for the continents of
North and South America.
3 countries make up most of North America (Canada, the
United States of America and Mexico)
The largest island in the world, Greenland, is also part of
North America.
South America is made up of 12 countries. Brazil, the
largest country in South America, is the 5th largest
country in the world.
Features of South America:

Physical Features

The Panama Canal is a manmade waterway cut through
Panama to connect the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.

Human Features

Amazon Rainforest

Deforestation

Amazon River

Coffee Trade

Amazon Delta

Machu Pitchu

Atacama Desert

Oil Drills

Volcanoes

Panama Canal

The Andes Mountains

The Amazon Rainforest,
covers most of Brazil.
It is an important
ecosystem as it
produces about 6% of
the worlds oxygen, 25%
of medicines come from
rainforests and many
plants and animals live
there.

The Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn are
imaginary lines that run around the world parallel to
the equator. These are the most northern and
southern points where the sun can be seen directly
over head. The area between these two lines is often called the tropics.

Greater Manchester vs the Amazon Rainforest

Deforestation is a
huge threat to
rainforests all over
the world.

Similarities

Differences

Both changed due to
industry

Climate

Amazon Climate:

The Amazon
Rainforest is 23
times bigger than
the UK

Hot, humid and wet. Up to
10,920mm rain per year.

Animals & vegetation

We can use a data logger to record the
weather where we are and to compare
this with the Amazon Rainforest.

Key Vocabulary
ecosystem

An ecosystem is a community of animals, plants, micro-organisms, non-living things and

deforestation

Clearing of a large amount of trees.

indigenous

Where something comes from originally. Indigenous people are the people who have

tribe

A group of people who form a community.

humid

A high amount of water in the air.

Tropic of Cancer

An imaginary line in the Northern Hemisphere that runs around the world parallel to the

Tropic of Capricorn

An imaginary line in the Southern Hemisphere that runs around the world parallel to the

delta

An area of land created when small pieces of material that have travelled down the river

data logger

An electronic device that records information over a time period.

