
Moorside Primary School 
Geography Overview 

 
 
 
 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

National Curriculum 
Reference 
(Locational 
Knowledge) 

Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its 
surrounding seas. 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to concentrate on their environment regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities 

 Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their identifying human  and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) and land use patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time  
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Artic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Moorside 
Specific (Locational 
Knowledge) 

Name the 7 continents and 
begin to recognise these on a 
map. 
 
Name the four countries of the 
UK. 
 
Know that we live in England 
and can locate this on a map. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name and locate the 7 
continents and 5 oceans. 
 
Name the four countries of the 
UK and their capital cities.  
 
Can talk about a famous 
landmark in each city. 
 
Talk about the characteristics 
of each UK country. 
 
Name the surrounding seas.  
 
Know that our school is in 
Swinton. 
 
 
 
 
 

Name and locate countries in 
Europe using a world map.  

 
Recognise the key human and 

physical characteristics of 
France and it’s major cities. 

 
Understand the world is made 
up of the Northern 
Hemisphere and Southern 
Hemisphere.   Recognise that 
Europe is in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 
 
Can identify the city in which 
we live.  
 
Use maps to locate Swinton 
and the surrounding towns. 
 
Compare maps of Swinton 
now to Swinton in the past and 
discuss how land use has 
changed. 

 
Can use a map to locate major 
rivers in the UK. 
 
Investigate the path of the 
River Irwell using a local map. 

Find Egypt,,it’s capital city and 
the surrounding countries on a 

world map.   
 

Can name the key physical and 
human characteristics of Egypt.  
 
Can recognise that Africa is a 
continent that is in both the 
Northern and Southern 
hemisphere. Recognise that 
Egypt is in the Northern 
Hemisphere 

 
 

Know that Salford is part of 
Greater Manchester and name 
the other boroughs with it. 
 
 
Know that Salford used to be 
home to collieries and Salford 
Docks.  
 
Know how Salford Quays has 
changed over time.  
 
Name and locate the major 
national parks of the UK and 
what counties they are in.  
 
 
 

Can name and locate some of 
the countries that make up 
North and  South America 

 
Recognise the key human and 
physical characteristics of 
South America  
 
Name and label the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn and 
understand their significance. 
 
Able to identify the location 
and significane of the Artic 
and Antarctic Circle. 
 
Identify the Amazon 
Rainforest on a map. 
 

 
Name and locate the county in 
which we live and the counties 
surrounding it. 
 
Name and locate some of the 
UKs most famous coastlines    

 
 

Can talk about the position and 
significance of Latitude and 
longitude and how these can be 
used to locate places.  
 
Understand the Meridian line and it’s 
importance. 

 
Can name the ‘core cities’ in the 
Northern Powerhouse 
(Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, 
Sheffield, Hull and Newcastle) 
 
Use maps to identify the 
distribution of energy sources and 
population in the UK.   

 
Talk about the change in energy 

production over time.  
 

Talk about the impact of the 
Manchester Ship Canal 

 
Use maps to identify key transport 

links within the UK. 
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 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the UK and a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the UK, a region in a European country and a region within North or South 
America. 
 

Place Knowledge Compare Swinton with AN 
AREA of Australia 
  
Know how the climate and 
seasons are different in 
Swinton and  AN AREA of 
Australia 
 
Know how Swinton is different 
to AN AREA of Australia in 
terms of physical and human 
features. 

Describe the main human and 
physical features of London.  
 
Compare London with an 
AREA OF INDIA look at key 
human and physical 
differences including weather 
and land use.   

Identify key human and 
physical features of Swinton. 
 
Compare the human an 
physical geography of  
Swinton and the South West 
of France (Link with MFL) 
 
 

 Can talk about the human and 
physical features of the UK 
coastline. 
 
Can compare the human and 
physical features of an area of 
the UK and an area of South 
America. (Amazon Basin) 
 
Can  discuss the weather and 
climate in the Amazon Basin. 
 
Know that the Amazon 
Rainforest is an important 
ecosystem to the world  
 
Know that deforestation is 
when trees are cut down and 
not replaced   

Can compare trade in the UK with 
trade in other countries (looking at 
fair trade) 

 
  

National Curriculum 
Reference 
 
(Human and Physical 
Geography) 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to;  
Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil , 
valley, vegetation, season and weather Key Human features, including: city,, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, ,harbour and shop. 

Describe and understand key aspects of : physical geography, including; climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, v     olcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle 

Human geography, including; types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 
and the distribution of  natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
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Moorside Specific 
 
(Human and Physical 
Geography) 

Know that the North and South 
Poles are hot and that place 
near the middle of the world 
are hotter. 
 
Name the 4 seasons and talk 
about what the weather may be 
like.  
 
Use pictures, symbols and 
basic words to describe the 
weather.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to;  
Key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
sea, season and weather Key 
Human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, 
house, office, port, ,harbour 
and shop. 

Know that the Poles are cold, 
places near the Equator are 
hot and places in between the 
weather varies.  
 
Name the months associated 
with each season. 
 
Can use basic equipment to 
record the weather 
(thermometer and rain guage) 
 
Can use knowledge of the 
seasons to predict daily 
weather.  
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to;  
Key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil , valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather Key Human features, 
including: city, village, farm,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can name some of the most 
famous rivers in the UK.  
 
Can talk about how a river is 
formed  and talk about their 
main features.  
 
Children understand the word 
settlement as a place where 
people can live.  
 
Identify different land uses in 
Swinton. 
 
Discuss different uses of a 
river. 

Explain the water cycle. 
 
Talk about the human and 
physical features of Salford. 
 
Talk about why the River Irwell 
is important to Salford.  
 
Understand the terms hamlet, 
rural and urban 
 
Talk about different land uses 
in a National Park. 
 
Identify human and physical 
features of Egypt. 
 
Can  discuss the weather in 
Egypt.  
 
Talk about the River Nile and 
it’s importance. 
 

Talk about the human and 
physical features of Greater 
Manchester and the 
significance of these. 
 
Can explain why people settled 
in Manchester. 
 
Can talk about how the climate 
in Manchester had an impact 
on the production of cotton. 
 
Talk about the human and 
physical features of the UK 
coastline 
 
Know the importance of ports 
for travel and trade. 
 
Use maps to locate the 
different climate zones of the 
world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know that an ecosystem is a 
system of plants and animals which 
are interconnected and working 
together and an ecosystem 
covering a large area of a continent 
is called a biome 
 
Can name the 5 main biomes:  
desert, forest, grassland, rainforest, 
tundra 
 
Use climate maps to identify the 
location of biomes. Identify the 
climate zone of each biome and the 
human and physical features of 
these. 
 
Can talk about the cause of 
earthquakes.  
 
Can talk about the cause  of 
volcanoes. 
 
Talk about how climate has an 
impact on the distribution of food.  
 
Understand possible reasons for 
the settlements in the North of 
England.  
 
Discuss the importance of transport 
and trade within the UK. 
 
Talk about the distribution of natural 
resources in the UK and how this 
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may have impacted on the 
distribution of people. 
 
Talk about the import and export of 
products and services in the UK 

 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries,, continents and 
ocean studied at this key stage  
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise 
a simple map; and use and  construct basic symbols in a key 
Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (eg near and 
far, left and right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and it’s grounds and the key 
human and physical features of it’s surrounding environment. 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of ordnance survey maps) to build their knowledge of the UK and the wider world. 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies. 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork. 
  

Can use simple world maps, 
picture atlases and globes to 
identify the continents and 
countries studied in Year 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and 
directional language (eg near 
and far) to describe the 
location of features and routes 
on a map. 
 
Use aerial photographs to 
recognise parts of the school 
(playground, forest school etc)  
 

Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the 
countries,, continents and 
ocean studied at this key 
stage. Begin to use the index 
of an atlas to locate countries 
more efficiently (this may be 
with adult support) 
 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, South, East 
and West) and locational and 
directional language (eg near 
and far, left and right) to 
describe the location of 
features and routes on a map. 
 
 
Use aerial photographs to 
recognise places in the local 

Begin to use maps, atlases 
and globes with increasing 
confidence. Using the index 
and contents pages to locate 

countries studies. Know which 
resources is the best to use 
depending on information 

required. (eg world map to find 
continents/countries, atlas to 
find cities, ordnance survey to 

find streets)  
 

Use compasses to locate 
North, East, South and West. 
Use this to orientate a map.  

 
Create a sketch map of 

Swinton showing key land 
uses.  

 

Use maps, atlases and globes 
to locate countries studied and 

use coordinates to find 
specific locations. 

 
 Use physical maps to locate 

mountain   
ranges.   

 
 

Use the 8 point compass 
when describing locations on 

a mapl 
 

 Create a sketch map of an 
area of a national park and 

compare with sketch map of 
Swinton (as completed last 

year) 
 

Use 4 figure grid references. 
 

Use physical maps to locate 
and describe countries and 

their features. 
 
 

Use the 8 points of the 
compass to describe locations 

on a map 
 

Use 6 figure grid references. 
 

Use symbols and keys 
associated with the coast on 

an ordnance survey map 
 

Use a data logger to record 
temperature over time and use 

this to produce a graph. 
 

Compare data recorded in the 
UK with that recorded in the 

Amazon Rainforest. 

Use a wide range of maps for 
different purposes: tectonic plates, 

biomes, natural resources and 
food. 

 
 

Use longitude and latitude lines to 
locate places on a map.  

 
Use compasses to locate the 8 

points of the compass in real life. 
Use this to orientate a map and 

give directions.  
 
 
. 
 

Use symbols and keys associated 
with energy and transport. on an 

ordnance survey map 
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Devise a simple map of the 
classroom/playground using 
simple images to show key 
features.  
 
Carry out simple fieldwork 
involving observation, 
collection and feedback using 
a tally chart (eg litter survey) 
 
Can identify simple signs and 
symbols that they may come 
across. 

environment (park, shops etc) 
Use these  
 
Using aerial photographs of 
the campus create a simple 
map. Use basic symbols and a 
key to show key features. 
 
Conduct simple fieldwork 
which involves, planning, 
observing, collecting and 
communicating (eg. Plan and 
carry out a traffic survey 
around school) 
 
Show findings using a tally 
chart or bar chart. 
 
Recognise basic OS symbols 

Use symbols and keys 
associated with a river on an 

ordnance survey map  
 

Can record wind direction. 
 

Can use digital maps to find 
satellite views and maps from 

the past.  

Use symbols and keys 
associated with a National 

Park on an ordnance survey 
map  

 
Describe weather and cloud 

coverage. 
 

Record results on a graph. 

 
Use measurement tools on a 

digital map to calculate 
distance and area. 

Collect information about the 
weather using a range of methods 

and use this to predict the 
weather.  

 
Draw detailed scaled plans. 

 


